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June 09, 2025

Patrick Doherty, Compliance Program Manager BY ENERGY SAFETY E-FILING
Compliance Assurance Division

Office of Energy Infrastructure Safety

California Natural Resources Agency

715 P Street 20" Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

SUBJECT: Southern California Edison Company’s Response to Notice of Violation
- NOV_CAD_SCE_CAC20_20250311_1306

Dear Mr. Doherty:

Southern California Edison Company (SCE) appreciates the opportunity to provide this
response to the finding identified in the Notice of Violation —
NOV_CAD_SCE_CAC20 20250311_1306 received on May 15, 2025 (Notice), based
on Energy Safety field inspections conducted in SCE’s service area on March 11, 2025.
SCE appreciates the Office of Energy Infrastructure Safety’s (Energy Safety) efforts to
identify, communicate and work together to resolve potential wildfire risks.

The enclosed response describes corrective actions taken or planned by SCE to
remedy the finding identified in the above notice and to prevent recurrence.

If you have any questions, or require additional information, please contact Liz Leano at
626-302-3662 or Elizabeth.Leano@sce.com.

Sincerely,

I1sll

Shinjini C Menon

Senior Vice President of System Planning & Engineering
Southern California Edison
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SCE Response

While SCE is not requesting a written hearing for the finding addressed in this response,
SCE reserves the right to identify these facts and further explain its position in
subsequent procedural stages and/or proceedings.! Although Energy Safety has the
right to refer certain issues to the CPUC for an enforcement action, the finding in this
Notice does not support such referral.2

Finding: Completeness

Notice Violation Structures

NOV_CAD_SCE_CAC20_20250311_1306 1 1792386E

Summary of Findings:

Energy Safety’s Notice states that in implementing 2024 WMP initiative 8.1.3.1 -
Distribution Detailed Inspections and Remediations (IN-1.1), SCE failed to complete
installation of a wildlife cover on Pole ID 1792386E, Grid Hardening ID 410891718-
1792386E, at coordinates, 37.604914, -118.803926.

Energy Safety considers this completeness violation to be in the Minor risk “risk
category.”

Response:

SCE acknowledges the finding from Energy Safety’s inspection on March 11, 2025,
which identified the missing wildlife cover on structure ID 1792386E. After further
review, notification # 410891718 for the wildlife cover installation was created in error,
and the closure of the notification was inadvertently reported as a completed
remediation in SCE’s Quarterly Data Report. Wildlife covers are not required on single-
phase conductors, such as the conductor at issue on structure 1792386E. According to

" Government Code Section 15475.4 anticipates a “hearing” process, which traditionally implies an in-person hearing affording
parties the right to present evidence and examine witnesses.

2|n the Notice, Energy Safety states that pursuant to Public Utilities Code section 8389(g), following receipt of SCE’s response to
this Notice and resolution of any disputes, this matter may be referred to the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) for its
consideration of a potential enforcement action, as the CPUC deems appropriate. Notice, p. 2. The Notice discussed herein does
not meet the requirement for Energy Safety referral for enforcement action to the CPUC based on the statutory requirements that
Energy Safety referral be based on substantial compliance with WMPs. Energy Safety cites Public Utilities Code Section 8389(g) in
support of a potential enforcement action. However, Section 8389(g) only provides for a possible enforcement action where “an
electrical corporation is not in compliance with its approved wildfire mitigation plan.” Public Utilities Code Section 8386.1 further
specifies that penalties shall be assessed for failure to substantially comply with a WMP.

3 Notice, p. 1.



SCE’s Distribution Overhead Construction Standards (DOH), wildlife covers are
unnecessary if the overhead construction clearances between phases exceed 36

inches, as was the case here. Screenshots of the relevant section of SCE’s DOH are
pasted below.

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

° Distribution Overhead Construction Standards —
EDISON

2.0  Wildlife-Safe Construction for Standard Construction and Eagle Zones
21 4/12/16/33 kV, 3-Wire or 4-Wire, Straight-Line Construction

Figure DC 535-1: 4/12/16/33 kV, 3-Wire or 4-Wire, Straight-Line Construction
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1. Wildlife Hoods shall be trimmed to properly fit double pin insulator application.
2.

Note(s):

Wildlife Hoods may be installed on single pin-type insulators with 2 maximum of six degrees deviation angle. For double
pin-type insulators the maximum deviation angle is 12 degrees with wildlife hoods timmed to fit properly. See DC 585 for
determination of deviation angles.

In Eagle Zones, a 12-foot crossarm will require wildlife protection material or modifications to the pre-drilled holes for
insulator spacing.

4. See DC 510 for construction details.
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DC 533 Wildlife-5afe Power Line Construction
Scope DC 3351 Wildlife-5afe Power Line Construction
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f NOTE  Coversd Conguctor systams do not rquire use of wildife hoods, wildie hoosd

SnTeE AL Distribution Overhead Construction Standards —
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General Information

These standands are intended to protect lines from wildlife by constrecting suificient
phase-to-phase and phase-to-ground dearances and by installing approved protective materials
on high wolage distribution lines and eguipment. In addition, instaling wildlfe protection on all
phases will mibgate other contact-related faults, such as mcidental contact of trees and metallic
balioons at the pole. Should itbe determined at the time of design or construction that
undertaking such eforts would compromise public or worker safety, reasonable efforts will be
made bo construct with the best possible dearances and/or protective matenals. For questions or
concEms regarding emincnmental requirements in specific areas or types of environmental risks,
contact the Environmental Services Department by phone at (833) 723-2382 or via email at
environmentaregquirements fisce.com

Wildlife protection material is for ncidental wildife contact only. They are not rated for pesonal
protection and should b= treated as bare wires.

1.1 MWew poles. bare and covered conductor ines, equipment, apparatus, and pole replacements
shall b2 constructed per this standard.

A, Standard Construction
= Horzontal phase-to-phase/ground separation of 36 inches and wertical
separation of 38 inches (Measwed center of pin to center of
pin on a wood composite amm) (see Figune OC 535-1).

For new construction and during maintenance work, wildlife protection material shall
be vsed in bare wire and coversd conductor systems. Spacing and covers shall be
constructed per Figure 0C 53513, ;[

= Covered conductor systems will be an all-covered systemn. Thig'indudes exposed
dead-ends, exposed conneciors and splices. Apparatus teminations shall be
cowered as they would in bare wire systems, by utilizing the appropriate covers
listed in Table DiZ 5351, See CC 150 for additional details.

T——  extendars, andior profechva tubing.

= All overhead taps. leads, and jumper wires shall utilize covered conductors (that is,
cowered conductor or Protected ground wire wsed as equipment taps). f coversd
conductors cannot be utdized in a bare wire system, split-fubes may be usad as an
altemnative option.

= See Secticn 3.0 and Section 4.0 for additional detals on wildfine covers on
terminations and various apparatus.

= All new owerhead switches shall be inwerted.
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