
    

 
 

   
  

  
  

 
 

 

                   
   
               
               
               
               
        
 
               
               
                

        
               
        

               
               
               
        

     
          

                       

     

      
      
      
  

     
               
               
               
               
  

     
               
               
               
                

    

   
    
     
       
         

“IDEA SUBMISSION FORM” (REV. 8-21) 

DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY AND FIRE PROTECTION 
Office of the State Fire Marshal 
California Underground Facilities Safe Excavation Board 
2251 Harvard Street 
Sacramento, CA  95815 
(916) 568-3800 
https://digsafe.fire.ca.gov/ 

1. BACKGROUND
What is the safety concern? 

Under what circumstances does this concern arise? (Who sees it? When? Where?) 

Who does the concern affect? (Select all that apply) 
Excavators Locators Facility Operators Project Owners 
Engineers One-Call Centers Other: 

How are these parties affected by this concern? 

How do these parties currently manage this concern? 

What part/s of Government Code 4216 does this concern relate to? 

What Strategic Direction of the Board does this concern most closely fall under? (Select one) 

1. Improve Compliance by Reaching Parties in Effective Ways
2. Improve Accessibility of Buried Infrastructure location Knowledge and Understanding
3. Identify Proximate and Contributing Causes to Safety Accidents and Noncompliances
4. Build Board Operations to Achieve Compliance, Reporting, and Operational
Excellence in Resource-Efficient Manner

https://digsafe.fire.ca.gov/
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?division=5.&chapter=3.1.&lawCode=GOV&title=1.&article=2.


    

  
       

              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              

        
              
              
      
 
              

    

      
       
                   

 

 
    

       
  

  
              
        
 
              
              
              
         

     
    

  
              
              
              
        
 
              
         

  
     

   
     

  
              
              
          
 
              
              
       

“IDEA SUBMISSION FORM” (REV. 8-21) 

2. IDEA
What is your idea to address this safety concern? 

What organizations do you believe might be willing to help develop or implement your idea? 

What do you think is the most appropriate Board action to implement your idea? (Select one) 

More Education/Outreach/Guidance on Existing Requirements or Resources 
New Standards New Regulations Recommend Statutory Changes 
Enforcement Other: 

3. BENEFITS, COSTS, AND HAZARDS
What do you see as the potential benefits of your identified solution? (Examples of potential 
benefits: Improves knowledge of facility locations; Less burdensome way of achieving existing safety benefit; 
Removes compliance barrier; Improves communication between parties…) 

What do you see as the potential downsides of your identified solution? (Examples of potential 
costs: Creates a communication barrier; Inconsistency with statute; Imposes a new or outsized burden on a specific 
stakeholder group; Would be difficult to enforce…) 

What new hazards could be created in pursuing your idea, or what existing hazards could be 
worsened by your idea? (Discuss potential unintended consequences of your idea. For example: Does the 
idea add complexity to the safe digging process? … Does the idea impact parties in ways they are not trained to 
handle? … Does the idea involve altering or replacing a process, where all factors depending on the existing 
process may not be understood?) 



    

 
  

       
  

              
              
              
              
  
 
 

    
     

              
      
 
              
              
           
 

 

 
   

 

             

            

             

             

        

     

      
                                
  

   

     
     
    
   
     
     
        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“IDEA SUBMISSION FORM” (REV. 8-21) 

4. ATTACHMENTS & DATA
What data or other information do you think is necessary to make an informed decision on this 
issue? 

Does the required data exist today? If so, please identify potential public data sources. (Please 
include link/s to any relevant data sources you’d like to share.) 

5. CONTACT INFORMATION
NAME: 

EMAIL ADDRESS: 

PHONE NUMBER: 

ORGANIZATION/S: 
*Providing your email address enables the Board to notify you if your idea is incorporated into the Board's planned activities.

6. INDUSTRY ROLE (Select one)

Excavator Locator Facility Operator Regulator 
Engineers One-Call Centers Member of the Public 

If you selected Excavator, please select the group you most closely identify with: (Select one) 

Contractor—Utility Specialist Agriculture 
Contractor—Potholing Specialist Landscaper 
Contractor—Roadwork Specialist Railroad Operator 
Contractor—Boring Specialist Flood Control Operator 
Contractor—Fencing Handyperson 
Contractor—General Homeowner 
Other: 



    

 
 

    
 

 
 

       
       

        
      

    
   

 
    

    
 

    

     
 

       
     
   

  
 

 
 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 

“IDEA SUBMISSION FORM” (REV. 8-21) 

Guide for Idea Submission Form 

The Board uses the information you provide in this form to better understand the context of the issue, 
whether there are tools at the Board’s disposal to address the idea, and whether the idea warrants 
Board action.  Submission of an idea does not assure Board action; all ideas are weighed against the 
Board’s strategic directives and planned objectives and activities which are generally considered on 
a yearly basis. While you are not required to fill the form out in its entirety, missing information may not 
provide the Board with the details it needs to fully understand the issue. 

Use of this form is not required to provide comment to the Board. Members of the public may provide 
comment to the Board at public meetings or in writing at any time. 

You may provide your completed form to the Board in the following ways: 

BY EMAIL: You may send a PDF or scan of your completed form to: DigBoard@fire.ca.gov 

IN PERSON: If you attend a Board event such as a public meeting, you may provide your form 
directly to staff for processing and incorporation into the register for future Board review and 
consideration. Pursuant to State of California open meeting laws, items submitted are not 
available for Board consideration the same day they are submitted. 

BY MAIL: 
California Underground Facilities Safe Excavation Board 
Office of the State Fire Marshal 
2251 Harvard Street, Suite 400 
Sacramento, California 95815 

mailto:DigBoard@fire.ca.gov

	DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY AND FIRE PROTECTION

	Ref: 
	Concern: Commencing January 1, 2023, all new subsurface installations shall be mapped using a geographic
information system and maintained as permanent records of the operator. This paragraph shall not apply to
oil and gas flowlines three inches or less in diameter that are located within the administrative boundaries of
an oil field as designated by the Geologic Energy Management Division. Operators and facility owners still
have questions on how to comply with this law which may cause confusion and lead to non compliance
and higher damages
	Context: Currently, operators are determining how they will comply with the new requirement.
They will make decisions regarding technologies and/or processes that will need to be
updated or new ones developed.
	AffectOther: 
	Effects: Facility operators aren't sure what is considered a new subsurface installation and if they
are to use the GIS for locating or just to keep the records.
	EffectsManage: This is a new requirement
	GovCode: 4216.3(a)(5)
	Idea: Create a minimum standard for the 1/1/2023 requirement as follows
- Mapping will occur when a facility is installed where one did not previously exist.
- When there are physical additions, changes, rehabilitations, repairs, replacements
and/or improvements to existing infrastructure.
- Accuracy level of positional data collected not to exceed that of the existing
California tolerance zone of 24 inches on either side of the facility. (As per CA 4216
u)
	OtherOrgs: The California Geographic Information Association (www.cgia.org)
	IdeaPros: Operators will be able to choose the most appropriate technology solution that
supports meeting requirements. In addition, the information will inform the required
enhancements to existing processes or development of new processes for data
collection, storage and management.
	IdeaCons: None
	IdeaHaz: None
	IdeaData: Examples of GIS Standards
- CA Department of Water Resources -
https://cgia.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Boggs-Chavira_Spatial-Data-Standards-Reference-Guide.
pdf
(see below for more)
	DataSource: - City of Tigard, WA,
https://www.tigardmaps.com/GISHomePage/resources/20161229_Tigard_GIS_Data_Standards.pdf
- North Carolina DOT, https://connect.ncdot.gov/resources/gis/Pages/GIS-Standards.aspx
- City of Simi Valley, CA, https://www.simivalley.org/home/showdocument?id=16265
	ContrName: Ann Diamond
	ContrEmail: info@carcga.org
	ContrPhone: 951-808-8113
	ContrOrg: California Regional Common Ground Allliance (CARCGA)
	ExcSubRoleOther: 
	AffectPro: Off
	AffectOth: Off
	AffectOp: Yes
	AffectOcc: Off
	AffectLoc: Off
	AffectEng: Off
	AffectExc: Off
	StratDir: 1
	BoardAction: Standards
	BoardActionOther: 
	IndRole: Operator
	ExcSubRole: Off


