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RESPONSE TO A NOTICE OF PROBABLE VIOLATION 

Case Number: N242910077 
Name: Par Western Line Contractors LLC 

The provisions of California Code of Regulations, Title 19, Division 4, Chapter 3, governs the 
Notice of Probable Violation (Notice) proceeding before the California Underground Safety Board 
(Board). Specifically, 19 CCR section 4252 provides your response options upon the receipt of a 
Notice. 

Be advised that all material submitted by you in response to a Notice are subject to public 
disclosure. 

Please select from one of the response options listed below. You have 30 business days to submit 
your written response to the Underground Safety Board. Failure to submit a written response will 
be considered by the Board as a “No Contest” response. Please attach this form with your 
selection to your response. If you choose “Contest in Writing” or “Contest in Writing and Request 
Informal Hearing,” please also include you written explanation and documents that may be 
referenced in your written explanation or informal hearing. For all options, Board investigators 
may present the basis for your probable violation on the date of the public meeting as provided 
in your Notice, and the Board will review your case and vote to determine whether a probable 
violation exist and whether the corrective action and/or penalty proposed by the Board staff is 
appropriate at the meeting. 

Response Options 

___ No Contest 
You do not contest the violations or the penalty. If you choose to not contest the violations or the 
penalty, you will waive your right to request the Board to reconsider its decision or 
recommendation issued. 

___ Contest in Writing9 
You wish to contest either the violation, the penalty, or both by providing the Board with written 
explanations and other records supporting the explanation. You will submit the written 
explanations and records, if any, with your written response within 30 business days of receiving 
this Notice. Your response must not exceed 10 pages (excluding exhibits) in length and must be 
on 8.5” x 11” white paper, double-spaced, and in a font size no smaller than 11-point. You must 
submit the original and 12 physical copies of the written explanation and records to the address 
below or submit one (1) copy electronically to enforcement.dig@energysafety.ca.gov. You may 
request an extension to the page limit by submitting a request to the Board staff within 5 days of 
receiving this Notice. The Board staff will notify you of its determination with respect to the page 
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limit extension request within 10 days of you submitting the request. The Board will review and 
vote on your case on the date of the public meeting provided in the Notice. 

___ Contest in Writing and Request Informal Hearing 
You wish to contest either the violation, the penalty, or both with oral argument at an informal 
hearing during a public Board meeting. You will submit with your written response, written 
explanations, information, or other materials you wish to reference in your oral hearing. Your 
response must not exceed 10 pages (excluding exhibits) in length and must be on 8.5” x 11” white 
paper, double-spaced, and in a font size no smaller than 11-point. You must submit the original 
and 12 physical copies of the written explanation and records to the address below or submit one 
(1) copy electronically to enforcement.dig@energysafety.ca.gov. 

Your hearing would be during the public meeting noted in the Notice, on November 16, 2026, at 
1:00 p.m., and the location of the meeting will be in Sacramento, California. 

California Natural Resources Agency Building 
Auditorium -First Floor 
715 P Street 
Sacramento, California 95814 

Please note that your oral hearing may not start exactly at the time provided as there may be 
multiple hearings during one Board meeting. You may request to reschedule your hearing no 
later than 15 business days from your hearing date. Your request to reschedule a hearing may be 
granted no more than once and only for good cause. 

You may participate in person or through a virtual meeting platform. You will have 15 minutes to 
present your reasons for contesting the allegation or reasons that may support a modification or 
elimination of the penalty or corrective action. During your hearing, conducted pursuant to 
Section 4253 of Title 19 of the California Code of Regulations, board investigators may present 
the basis for your Notice of Probable Violation. You will be granted up to 15 minutes to respond 
to the Notice and up to 5 minutes to respond to any Board staff rebuttal. You may arrange, at 
your expense, for a stenographer or court reporter to transcribe the informal hearing. You must 
provide a copy of any transcription to the Board. 

The Board will issue a decision at, 

ξ The informal hearing; 

ξ Thereafter within 45 business days of the informal hearing; or 
ξ At a subsequent Board public meeting where a quorum of the Board is present.  
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The Board will adopt the issued written decision at the hearing or a subsequent public meeting. 
The Board’s decision is effective upon the adoption of the written decision. 

___ Reservation of Rights to Contest Violation with the Enforcement Agency 
You contest the violation, the penalty, or both, but do not wish to present your comments to the 
Board. You request that the Board refer the case to the appropriate state or local agency that 
would conduct the enforcement of the probable violation pursuant to Government Code section 
4216.6(c) (Enforcement Agency), and you will reserve the right to contest the violation, the 
penalty, or both before the Enforcement Agency. The Board will review and vote on your case to 
determine whether a probable violation exists and whether the corrective action and/or penalty 
proposed by the Board staff is appropriate at the public meeting noted in your Notice. Should the 
Board determine a probable violation exists, the Board will refer your case to the Enforcement 
Agency. 

Board Contact Information: 

Please direct all formal correspondence, including your written response to the Notice, to the 
Board either via email at enforcement.dig@energysafety.ca.gov or via mail to the following 
address: 

Office of Energy Infrastructure Safety 
Underground Safety Board 

715 P St., 15th Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Please provide your written response within 30 business days of receiving this Notice. If a response is 
provided via mail, the mailed response must be received by the Board within 30 business day. 

Penalties 
Any penalties, including corrective actions, are only proposals by Board staff, and do not require 
any current corrective action or payment at this time. Your Enforcement Agency will provide the 
final determination to and instructions for any penalty. Please do not include any proof of 
compliance with proposed corrective actions or payment of a proposed penalty with your written 
response. 

ADA Compliance 
The California Underground Safety Board complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
("ADA") by ensuring that the facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities, and providing 
this Notice and information given to the members of the California Underground Safety Board in 
appropriate alternate formats when requested. If you need further assistance, including 
disability-related modifications or accommodations, you may contact the Underground Safety 
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Board no later than seven (7) calendar days before a scheduled hearing at (916) 902-6000. 
California Relay Service is available by dialing 711. 
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Water line :v, • Steel Gas Service 
line 

24" Digger Derrick 
mounted Auger 

EVENT DETAILS 
On Friday, October 11, 2024, a PAR Western Line Contractors 
(PWLC) overhead crew was tasked with replacing an existing 25’ 
wooden stub pole with a 30’ steel weatherized stub pole. While on-site, 
the crew elected to proceed with replacing the pole via a same hole set 
– despite not having their own active USA dig-ticket. The crew decided 
to remove the existing pole and then enlarge the existing hole with a 
Digger Derrick mounted auger. 

STKY POTENTIAL 
Gas Line Strike 
SP–OCTOBER–2024 

BACKGROUND 
A PWLC overhead crew struck a steel gas service line. 

While enlarging the hole with the auger, the crew struck a ¾” steel gas 
service line. Immediately, the crew members shut off all their vehicles in 
the vicinity. They began going door to door of nearby homes to inform 
neighbors about a gas leak and ask them to evacuate the premises. The 
Crew Foreman notified emergency services, his supervisors, safety, and 
the customer. Emergency services arrived on-site and shut down traffic. 

The customer’s emergency gas crews arrived on scene and started to 
isolate the gas leak. After digging a pit and manually installing a shut off 
valve on the existing gas line, the gas crews were able to temporarily stop 
the leak. Once the leak was temporarily shut down, the fire department left 
the scene and a gas crew from the customer was dispatched to install a 
new gas service line and reset the meter. 

WHY WAS THIS A STKY? 
ξ A potential ignition source could have caused an explosion resulting in 

KEY TAKEAWAYS 
ξ Always secure a valid dig ticket prior to any disturbance to the ground. 
ξ Stop the job and ask questions. If there are questions or concerns each crew member has the authority to 

speak up. 
ξ There is no pressure to continue with the work if there are doubts concerning safety or proper procedure 

hasn’t been followed. 

STKY DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

ξ What energy on the jobsite could cause a STKY event like this? 

ξ What actions can be taken to prevent a similar STKY event? 

ξ What controls does your crew have to mitigate the consequences of when, 
not if, an event like this occurs? 

STKY POTENTIAL 
(STKYp) 

Life altering and/or 
threatening Energy was 

released with NO 
Controls/Capacity in place 

P A R  W  E  S  T  E  R N  L  I N E  C  O  N T  R  A  C T  O R S  ,  L  L  C  
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	RESPONSE TO A NOTICE OF PROBABLE VIOLATION 
	RESPONSE TO A NOTICE OF PROBABLE VIOLATION 

	Case Number: N242910077 
	Name: Par Western Line Contractors LLC 
	Name: Par Western Line Contractors LLC 
	The provisions of California Code of Regulations, Title 19, Division 4, Chapter 3, governs the Notice of Probable Violation (Notice) proceeding before the California Underground Safety Board (Board). Specifically, 19 CCR section 4252 provides your response options upon the receipt of a Notice. 
	Be advised that all material submitted by you in response to a Notice are subject to public disclosure. 
	Please select from one of the response options listed below. You have 30 business days to submit your written response to the Underground Safety Board. Failure to submit a written response will be considered by the Board as a “No Contest” response. Please attach this form with your selection to your response. If you choose “Contest in Writing” or “Contest in Writing and Request Informal Hearing,” please also include you written explanation and documents that may be referenced in your written explanation or 
	Response Options 
	Response Options 

	___ No Contest 
	___ No Contest 
	You do not contest the violations or the penalty. If you choose to not contest the violations or the penalty, you will waive your right to request the Board to reconsider its decision or recommendation issued. 

	___ Contest in Writing
	___ Contest in Writing
	 
	You wish to contest either the violation, the penalty, or both by providing the Board with written explanations and other records supporting the explanation. You will submit the written explanations and records, if any, with your written response within 30 business days of receiving this Notice. Your response must not exceed 10 pages (excluding exhibits) in length and must be on 8.5” x 11” white paper, double-spaced, and in a font size no smaller than 11-point. You must submit the original and 12 physical c
	You wish to contest either the violation, the penalty, or both by providing the Board with written explanations and other records supporting the explanation. You will submit the written explanations and records, if any, with your written response within 30 business days of receiving this Notice. Your response must not exceed 10 pages (excluding exhibits) in length and must be on 8.5” x 11” white paper, double-spaced, and in a font size no smaller than 11-point. You must submit the original and 12 physical c
	enforcement.dig@energysafety.ca.gov
	enforcement.dig@energysafety.ca.gov


	limit extension request within 10 days of you submitting the request. The Board will review and vote on your case on the date of the public meeting provided in the Notice. 


	___ Contest in Writing and Request Informal Hearing 
	___ Contest in Writing and Request Informal Hearing 
	You wish to contest either the violation, the penalty, or both with oral argument at an informal hearing during a public Board meeting. You will submit with your written response, written explanations, information, or other materials you wish to reference in your oral hearing. Your response must not exceed 10 pages (excluding exhibits) in length and must be on 8.5” x 11” white paper, double-spaced, and in a font size no smaller than 11-point. You must submit the original and 12 physical copies of the writte
	(1) copy electronically to 
	. 
	enforcement.dig@energysafety.ca.gov


	Your hearing would be during the public meeting noted in the Notice, on November 16, 2026, at 
	1:00 p.m., and the location of the meeting will be in Sacramento, California. 
	California Natural Resources Agency Building 
	Auditorium -First Floor 
	715 P Street 
	Sacramento, California 95814 
	Please note that your oral hearing may not start exactly at the time provided as there may be multiple hearings during one Board meeting. You may request to reschedule your hearing no later than 15 business days from your hearing date. Your request to reschedule a hearing may be granted no more than once and only for good cause. 
	You may participate in person or through a virtual meeting platform. You will have 15 minutes to present your reasons for contesting the allegation or reasons that may support a modification or elimination of the penalty or corrective action. During your hearing, conducted pursuant to Section 4253 of Title 19 of the California Code of Regulations, board investigators may present the basis for your Notice of Probable Violation. You will be granted up to 15 minutes to respond to the Notice and up to 5 minutes
	The Board will issue a decision at, 
	 
	 
	 
	The informal hearing; 

	 
	 
	Thereafter within 45 business days of the informal hearing; or 

	 
	 
	At a subsequent Board public meeting where a quorum of the Board is present.  


	The Board will adopt the issued written decision at the hearing or a subsequent public meeting. The Board’s decision is effective upon the adoption of the written decision. 

	___ Reservation of Rights to Contest Violation with the Enforcement Agency 
	___ Reservation of Rights to Contest Violation with the Enforcement Agency 
	You contest the violation, the penalty, or both, but do not wish to present your comments to the Board. You request that the Board refer the case to the appropriate state or local agency that would conduct the enforcement of the probable violation pursuant to Government Code section 4216.6(c) (Enforcement Agency), and you will reserve the right to contest the violation, the penalty, or both before the Enforcement Agency. The Board will review and vote on your case to determine whether a probable violation e

	Board Contact Information: 
	Board Contact Information: 
	Board Contact Information: 

	Please direct all formal correspondence, including your written response to the Notice, to the Board either via email at  or via mail to the following address: 
	enforcement.dig@energysafety.ca.gov
	enforcement.dig@energysafety.ca.gov


	Office of Energy Infrastructure Safety 
	Underground Safety Board 
	715 P St., 15 Floor 
	th

	Sacramento, CA 95814 
	Please provide your written response within 30 business days of receiving this Notice. If a response is provided via mail, the mailed response must be received by the Board within 30 business day. 

	Penalties 
	Penalties 
	Penalties 

	Any penalties, including corrective actions, are only proposals by Board staff, and do not require any current corrective action or payment at this time. Your Enforcement Agency will provide the final determination to and instructions for any penalty. Please do not include any proof of compliance with proposed corrective actions or payment of a proposed penalty with your written response. 

	ADA Compliance 
	ADA Compliance 
	ADA Compliance 

	The California Underground Safety Board complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act ("ADA") by ensuring that the facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities, and providing this Notice and information given to the members of the California Underground Safety Board in appropriate alternate formats when requested. If you need further assistance, including disability-related modifications or accommodations, you may contact the Underground Safety 
	The California Underground Safety Board complies with the Americans with Disabilities Act ("ADA") by ensuring that the facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities, and providing this Notice and information given to the members of the California Underground Safety Board in appropriate alternate formats when requested. If you need further assistance, including disability-related modifications or accommodations, you may contact the Underground Safety 
	Board no later than seven (7) calendar days before a scheduled hearing at (916) 902-6000. California Relay Service is available by dialing 711. 
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	EVENT DETAILS 
	EVENT DETAILS 
	EVENT DETAILS 
	On Friday, October 11, 2024, a PAR Western Line Contractors 

	(PWLC) overhead crew was tasked with replacing an existing 25’ wooden stub pole with a 30’ steel weatherized stub pole. While on-site, the crew elected to proceed with replacing the pole via a same hole set – despite not having their own active USA dig-ticket. The crew decided to remove the existing pole and then enlarge the existing hole with a Digger Derrick mounted auger. 
	STKY POTENTIAL Gas Line Strike SP–OCTOBER–2024 BACKGROUND A PWLC overhead crew struck a steel gas service line. 
	While enlarging the hole with the auger, the crew struck a ¾” steel gas 
	service line. Immediately, the crew members shut off all their vehicles in the vicinity. They began going door to door of nearby homes to inform neighbors about a gas leak and ask them to evacuate the premises. The Crew Foreman notified emergency services, his supervisors, safety, and the customer. Emergency services arrived on-site and shut down traffic. 
	The customer’s emergency gas crews arrived on scene and started to isolate the gas leak. After digging a pit and manually installing a shut off valve on the existing gas line, the gas crews were able to temporarily stop the leak. Once the leak was temporarily shut down, the fire department left the scene and a gas crew from the customer was dispatched to install a new gas service line and reset the meter. 
	WHY WAS THIS A STKY? 
	WHY WAS THIS A STKY? 
	WHY WAS THIS A STKY? 

	 A potential ignition source could have caused an explosion resulting in 

	KEY TAKEAWAYS 
	KEY TAKEAWAYS 
	KEY TAKEAWAYS 

	 Always secure a valid dig ticket prior to any disturbance to the ground.  Stop the job and ask questions. If there are questions or concerns each crew member has the authority to 
	speak up.  There is no pressure to continue with the work if there are doubts concerning safety or proper procedure 
	hasn’t been followed. 
	hasn’t been followed. 
	STKY DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
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	 What energy on the jobsite could cause a STKY event like this? 
	 What actions can be taken to prevent a similar STKY event? 
	 What controls does your crew have to mitigate the consequences of when, not if, an event like this occurs? 
	STKY POTENTIAL (STKYp) Life altering and/or threatening Energy was released with NO Controls/Capacity in place PAR W E S T E RN L I NE C O NT R A CT ORS , L L C WWW.PARWLC.COM 



	 
	 
	  
	  
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure





